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When We Rise
In the 2oth century, being a member of the LGBT community was considered one of the most challenging aspects. There were negative perceptions about the members of the LGBT community and in most cases; the homosexuals would feel isolated by the community. Due to such perceptions, it was difficult for anyone to speak of their sexuality openly, fearing the perception that people would have against them. Cleve Jones was born in a generation where the members of the LGBT community were perceived negatively. Cleve Jones has written a memoir that addresses the challenges that he faced as a member of the LGBT community, which proves of the milestones that have been attained in accepting the LGBT community over the years. 
Cleve Jones is considered to have been among the last generation of the gay Americans who were raised wondering if there were other people like them within the society. In his memoir, he was attracted to San Francisco, which was considered a progressive city, politically, socially, and economically. In San Francisco, Jones found a community of gay Americans who were exploring their adventure. There was a mushrooming gay district where gay men were being open about their sexuality. Harvey Milk had set up a camera shop used to openly discuss his sexuality, which made him the first elected official to be open about their sexuality. After being encouraged by Harvey Milk, Jones ventured into politics and found himself within the movement of gay Americans within the government. In 1978, Harvey Milk was assassinated and Jones took up his position as a vocal gay American who stood up for the rights of young gay Americans. However, his movement was curtailed by the HIV/AIDs pandemic. Jones outlines how he lost many friends due to the disease, which he also states that it nearly killed him too. These events led to the founding of the San Francisco AIDS foundation that informed the community of the pandemic. The memoir not only details the personal life of Cleve Jones and his role in the LGBT community but the transformative life of a young gay American within the late 20th century (Jones, 2016).    
The community plays an important role in the upbringing of any individual. The community has specific beliefs and practices that any human being born within the community has to adapt to. However, Cleve Jones account of his early life as a gay young man was different. Within the 20th century, people were still not being open about their sexuality and especially the homosexuals. Born within such a community, it will difficult for Jones to reveal his sexuality. He felt that his feelings and emotions were not being accepted within the community in which he lived in, which pushed him to go to San Francisco, which was considered to have been more progressive. It is within this new community that he learned that he was not alone and that there were many other people who were like him. Harvey Milk is considered to have a played a major role in influencing Cleve Jones in expressing his feelings and letting the community know of his sexuality (Jones, 2016).   
Cleve Jones expresses the social, political, health, and political issues that faced the members of the LGBT community at the time. According to the Jones, the LGBT community was not fully accepted to the community, which led to discrimination within the family, at school, in the workplace, and within the general community setting. With such levels of discrimination, it was difficult for them to adapt and they had to push on the agenda of being accepted within the community. It is for such reasons that the likes of Harvey Milk and Cleve Jones pushed for equal rights for the members of the LGBT community. Through the memoir, it is noticeable that they left a mark in pushing for the agendas of the LGBT community, which have since been advanced within the 21st century. 
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